
An essay is usually a short piece of nonfiction writing that is often written from the author’s 
personal point of view. It is an organized collection of ideas that are written in a proper essay 
format. All essays have beginnings, middles, and endings and are built around a central idea, 
usually referred to as a thesis. Most essays consist of more than three paragraphs, long enough 
to discuss, argue or prove the main idea of the essay, the thesis. Essays can be Descriptive 
(describes a topic), Argumentative (presents an opinion), Narrative (tells a course of events) or 
Persuasive (convinces). 
 

BASIC ESSAY FORMAT 

 
An essay is made up of an Introduction, the Body, and the Conclusion. Here is how to 
organize a common essay: 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
First paragraph of the essay designed to grab the reader’s attention. It tells what the paper 
is about, explains how and what it is attempting to prove, and begins or ends with a thesis. 
 
THE BODY  
 
Everything in your essay between the Introduction and the Conclusion. This is where you 
discuss your main points (subtopics), develop, expand and support your thesis statement 
and provide supporting evidence in paragraphs. Each paragraph should include a topic 
sentence and supporting evidence that reinforces the topic sentence. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
A quick wrap-up paragraph. Restates the thesis or sums up the argument, leaving the 
reader with something to think about, and tells what you think is important to remember. 
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WHAT’S AN ESSAY? 



Dear Teacher, 
 
Below is a list of the rest of the practical, timesaving books that are available at www.TimesaversForTeachers.com. 
Some of them are not only printable, but also “interactive”. This means that you can literally TYPE information directly 
onto the pages and then SAVE as a new file. “Life is too short to waste time” 
 
 
 

Teacher’s Binder: Huge collection of high quality, printable, interactive, often-used classroom forms, sheets and 
handouts that help teachers with classroom management tasks and paperwork while saving time (256 pages).  
 

               Printable and Interactive, Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/teachers-binder 

 
Report Card and IEP Comments: 180 page collection of 1,830 report card comments for teachers, 
organized according to subject, topic, length, positive/negative nature.  
 

                Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/report-card-comments  

 
1000 Quick Writing Ideas: Motivate students to begin writing by giving them 1000 writing ideas and prompts! 
 

                Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/1000-quick-writing-ideas   (language forms included) 

 
Substitute Teacher Instructions Kit: Organizes substitute teacher instructions effectively and thoroughly! 
 

                Printable and Interactive, Click HERE:  www.timesaversforteachers.com/substitute-teacher-kit  

 
The Essay Writing Kit: Helps organize common essay planning/writing tasks simpler and far less frustrating for students. 
 

               Printable and Interactive, Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/essay-writing-kit 

 
Spelling Activities for Spelling Lists: Printable, visually attractive spelling activities, ready for use. 
 

               Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/spelling-activities-for-spelling-lists 

 
Classroom Awards, Certificates and Passes: This book contains exactly what the title suggests. 
 

               Printable and Interactive, Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/classroom-awards 

 
Math Timesavers: collection of difficult-to-find, often-used forms, masters and reproducible sheets for a 1-8 class. 
 

               Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/math-timesavers 

 
Just Multiply It: Teaches students multiplication facts in a fun, quick, organized, and visually appealing way! 
 

              Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/just-multiply-it 

 
Just Teach It: Fun end-of-the-year language unit - students research, prepare and teach classmates - very popular! 
 

               Click HERE: www.timesaversforteachers.com/just-teach-it 
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